
Long Beach Island Consolidated School District
“Riding the Waves of Excellence”

Superintendent and Principal’s Report, January 2023

Dear Parents/Guardians,

It's hard to believe the third marking period starts on Monday, February 6th! As we look forward to the
second half of the school year, our staff continues to develop innovative learning experiences that
promote student achievement. Students are excited to build, create and collaborate with their classmates
on projects and special assignments.

This week, January 23-27 is the national program initiative "The Great Kindness Challenge". Both
schools will be working with fun learning experiences and activities to celebrate kindness!

The next Parent Teacher Association (PTA) meeting is scheduled for February 6th at 4:00 p.m. in the
LBI Grade School Media Center. We look forward to working together to plan and organize activities
for the upcoming months. Through an active PTA, school district special events will enhance the
curriculum. These events not only highlight educational experiences, but instill in our students a sense of
family, pride, and school spirit. Please make every effort to support our PTA by volunteering your time.

We wish you a Happy New Year, and we look forward to working together to promote the best possible
educational experiences for the students.  We thank you for your continued support.

Warmest regards,

Dr. Peter Kopack



Special thanks to the Southern Regional Middle School Band, Strings, and Chorus for an outstanding
performance at the LBI Grade School on January 20, 2023!

Parent Teacher Association

We would like to thank our PTA for their continued support. Thank you to all of the parents and
teachers for their time and effort! We are looking forward to the many learning activities planned.
Please make sure to sign up to become a member of the PTA. Special thanks to our PTA for all of their
hard work, especially at the PTA Auction and the Cookies and Cocoa event for all staff - all went as
planned...many thanks to all for a job well done!

EJ and LBI Grade School Professional Development

Engaging work with SRI & ETTC at Stockton University on Social and Emotional Learning for EJ and
LBI Schools. Special thanks to Kim Tucker for presenting on January 19, 2023.



The sixth grade students have been investigating ecological concepts to explain what happens when
ecosystems change. Based on the phenomenon of human impact on the environment, students have read
informational text, analyzed and interpreted data, developed and used interactive computer models,and
investigated our local environment to explore and explain factors affecting biodiversity. Using these
understandings, students were then tasked with developing and evaluating engineering solutions for
maintaining biodiversity and ecosystem services while also considering economic and social impacts.

The fifth grade students have been investigating Earth’s systems and their interactions such as the
greenhouse effect, the water cycle, rain shadows, and volcanic eruptions. With a focus on the water
cycle, students investigated our school property to determine how impervious surfaces impact our local
water supply. Using interactive computer models and informational text about the water cycle and
runoff, students developed engineering solutions to this problem through a real-world design project. By
applying specific criteria and constraints, students created 3D models of our school parking lot designed
to prevent and mitigate runoff. Models incorporated evidence from our school parking lot investigations
and computer models. In addition, these design solutions also contained examples of natural materials
for the purpose of increasing the amount of water absorbed into the surface and preventing unfiltered
stormwater from flowing into the bay.

The fourth grade students have been investigating heat transfer through different materials. By planning
and conducting investigations students figured out which materials were better at retaining heat. These
students also began investigating energy and electricity through explorations of actual circuits and
computer models of energy transformations.

Micro:bits Programming and Coding Fun at Long Beach Island Grade School

The SandPaper Article Link

LBI Grade School students using micro:bits in programming devices using block-based programs.
Students are applying many critical skills including problem solving and logical thinking as well as

creating and using algorithms.

https://www.thesandpaper.net/articles/microbits-programming-and-coding-fun-at-long-beach-island-grade-school/


Music with Mr. Cotov

The music department is entering an exciting time: many weeks of exploration and refinement. In our
band, new scales and songs are being learned weekly, but old concepts such as breathing, posture and
tone control are reinforced. The violin program has never been stronger. Under the direction of Mr.
Cotov, the program continues to add new players. They are learning major and minor scales, new
bowing techniques and many new songs. Mr. Cotov is so proud to add new chorus members as we
explore classics, and pop and rock hits from all decades. Our music classes are singing songs to honor
Dr. Martin Luther King. We will also sing about our early Presidents, Groundhog Day, and Valentines
Day.

Physical Education and Health Happenings

As the cold winter months arrive here at EJ we are looking forward to the start of the EJ Basketball Unit.
The students will practice dribbling, ball control, passing, shooting, along with offensive and defensive
strategies. We have also continued our fitness journey. We are playing games to work on our muscular
strength and fitness. The students enjoy playing “Fitness Four Corners.” This activity allows us to work
on our push-ups, squat jumps, jumping jacks, and burpees. We are also looking forward to the Pull-Up
challenge. In Health we will continue to work on fitness goals that we started after the New Year.
Students picked two exercises they wanted to improve on.

At the LBI Grade School, having completed our unit on basketball, all students grades 3-6 will be
developing their volleyball skills, with the emphasis on technical skills which include bump setting and
overhead setting, as well as underhand and overhand serving. These skills will be practiced in groups of
2,3,4 to increase the number of repetitions and enhance learning. The unit will conclude with game play,
focusing on offensive and defensive strategies and proper team rotation.

A friendly reminder as the weather gets colder we are going to have OUTSIDE recess as much as
possible. Please remember winter coats, hats, and gloves.

PRESCHOOL NEWS

This month, our theme is Winter. We will be exploring winter animals, snowmen, winter sports and
igloos. In the winter, there are so many animals that hibernate and migrate. We read Scholastic’s My
Big World magazine - Hey There, Sleepy Bear! and My Winter Home. This will teach us all about these
different animals even more! In our dramatic play, it will be a ski resort. We will discover
snowboarding, skiing, and the different types of mountains and trails. We will use our imagination to
pretend that it is cold.  Our sensory bin has fake snow so we will play with that and make snowballs!

For our literacy lessons, we are learning how to write letters with straight and curved lines. We are also
exploring rhyming words. Every day, we will be focusing on a different set of rhyming words and using
nursery rhymes to find even more words! In math, we are learning how to add numbers 1-5 and how to
write the numbers 6-10.



Kindergarten Crew January Happenings

Welcome to 2023 - looking forward to turning the page on a new year! In Kindergarten we are hitting
the ground running as we come back from winter break. We started off discussing the new year. These
Kinder Kids are going to shine bright in 2023! In Phonics we will continue to explore and learn letter
sound relationships and work on word building to improve our writing. In ELA we will continue to
build our vocabulary, think about essential questions, work on comprehension skills and strategies in
order to interact with a variety of texts. We are looking forward to beginning small reading groups! In
math we will be working on subtraction and continuing to practice and improve our number sense. In
Science we will be exploring weather. In Social Studies we will discuss Martin Luther King and the
importance of peace and unity. We will be creating crafts and projects centered around winter, seasons,
and unity.  It’s sure going to be a busy and fun month of learning in Kindergarten!

�rs� Grad�
WOW! We are just about halfway through the 2022-2023 school year! Can you believe it? We aren’t
sure how it happened so quickly, but here we are! The children are really grasping onto the concept of
printed language. We have tackled many skills and strategies in our phonics program. We have recently
covered beginning and ending blends and are now moving into more involved ending blends; such
blends include "Kind Old Ghosts are Wild" (-old, -olt, -ild, -ind, and -ost) and-ng and -nk blends. These
blends are quite tricky, so we will spend quite a bit of time on them. We will also continue to work on
synonyms and antonyms, common and proper nouns, and singular and plural nouns (including
subject/verb agreement).

We are continuing our exploration of weather and seasons in Science! The children have had an
awesome time learning about this. We monitor the weather daily and are learning to understand weather
predictions, tools used to measure weather, and how the weather changes throughout the course of the
day. We will soon better understand how Earth gets different amounts of sunlight during different
seasons and how this affects temperatures and precipitation. In math, we are taking a bit of a break from
addition and subtraction while we move on to place value and understanding what "tens" and "ones "
are. We are continuing to dive into the geography of Earth and learning about our seven continents and
five oceans. We are learning about the various landforms and bodies of water, while also gaining a
better understanding of what natural resources are and how we can conserve and protect them by not
being wasteful.



Second Grade
Second graders came back from break rested and ready to work this month! In ELA, students read an
informational text about animal homes. Now students are researching their favorite animal and writing a
paragraph with facts and supporting details about that animal. They will then publish the paragraph
using Google Docs in Technology class. Mr. Brady will instruct them how to set up a document, utilize
the "Tab" key, and how to insert a photograph to go with their writing. In addition to the informational
writing they are doing in ELA, second graders will learn how to draw conclusions and summarize
stories. Second graders have been working with words that have "Bossy R" sounds in Orton this month.
In Math, students are learning strategies for subtracting 2-digit numbers. In Science, second graders are
wrapping up a unit on how matter changes. They have been studying reversible and irreversible changes.
In Social Studies, second graders have been learning geography skills, such as landforms and the
differences between a map versus a globe. The students are learning about the reasons why people
migrate to certain areas. This topic will be carried over to an upcoming art project where they will create
a snowman that will vacation somewhere in the world. Second graders just completed an "I have a
dream" project in commemoration of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Their words for a more peaceful
world are on display in the EJ hallway. Come by and check them out!

Third Grade
Third graders are becoming multiplication masters! They have been continuing to work on multiplying
and dividing fluently. They enjoyed reading about a police dog named Aero and his partner Officer
Mike. In science, Third Grade is learning all about electricity and magnetism and have been enjoying
labs exploring those forces. They are very excited about researching and writing a non-fiction book
about an arctic animal. They also listened to books and watched videos about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
The students especially enjoyed seeing and hearing his famous speech at the Lincoln Memorial.

Fourth Grade
Welcome to 2023! Long Division is our main focus in Math for the beginning of this year. Our Science
Tech Projects are wrapping up nicely, and we will be starting a new activity soon. Learning about
temperature distribution in Science Lab has been a lot of fun. Reading and Math skills are getting
stronger with our use of the i-Ready program each week. We are learning our States and Capitals by
watching, reading, listening, and writing them frequently. We have much to be grateful for as we begin a
new year, and a lot of fun learning in store for the months ahead!

Fifth Grade

The fifth graders are starting the year on the right foot! They are using their inner detective skills to try
to solve the mystery of Roanoke in Social Studies. In Math they are conquering dividing decimals and in
Science they are taking a deep dive into Earth's systems. During ELA they are working on annotating
nonfiction text and analyzing articles using text structure and features. The fifth graders are definitely
ready for all that 2023 has to offer!



Sixth Grade
It's officially 2023 for the Class of 2023! The 6th grade students are almost halfway through their final
year as LBI students. They are beginning to think about middle school life, as they have received course
selection booklets and will be selecting their 7th grade electives. They still have plenty of time to learn
and grow, but the year is moving quickly. In ELA, the students are finishing up their first novel study,
Maniac Magee. As a class, we continue to explore the author's craft, experiment with new sentence
structures and punctuation marks, and will wrap up the marking period by writing an essay analyzing
themes in the novel. In Science and Social Studies Tech classes, the students have started the research
component of the Holiday Market Project. The sixth graders are learning about the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals and researching how businesses are making changes in order to meet
them. They are also exploring the humanitarian initiatives of various companies such as Toms and
Bombas. They will be putting this information together into a formal research paper during ELA classes
in the third marking period.

Sixth Grade Holiday Market

LBI School Sixth Graders Holiday Market to  Benefit Local Nonprofits
SandPaper Article Link

https://www.lbischools.org/cms/lib/NJ50010791/Centricity/Domain/4/Shop%20LBI%20School%20Sixth%20Graders%20Holiday%20Market%20to%20Benefit%20Local%20Nonprofits.pdf
https://www.lbischools.org/cms/lib/NJ50010791/Centricity/Domain/4/Shop%20LBI%20School%20Sixth%20Graders%20Holiday%20Market%20to%20Benefit%20Local%20Nonprofits.pdf


Garden News
Our EJ winter garden is open in room 14! The students in grades K-2 are planting a variety of
microgreens! These tiny salads are fast growing and packed with vitamins. We are hoping to harvest
over the next 4 weeks for grade level taste tests. Stop in to see the progress.

The LBI School Hydroponic Gardening PEP class, instructed by Lauren Rothstein, always sparks
interest across the school and community. This class focuses on how to grow your own food in a
sustainable way. A lot of students have experience with traditional gardening but this takes it a step
further because hydroponics does not require soil to grow the plants - just water, nutrients, and sunlight.

Not only do students experience the entire growing process but they also get a chance to see the
transition from growing to harvesting to consumption. Once the plants get bigger, the students will get to
create and share samples of smoothies, pesto, kale chips, and salad with their classmates.


